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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 January 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^6 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^6 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) [3 The drawing(s) filed on 16 January 2004 is/are: a)D accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is responsive to the Application filed on 16 January 2004. 



Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because in FIGs. 2 and 3 the top arrow pointing to 
item 1 1 1 should read 'SI' and not "Se". Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 
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Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: in page 3, in 
line 3, "all current audio equipment has at least ..." is believed to be a typographical 
error. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. The term "certain" in claim 1 , line 5, is a relative term which renders the claim 
indefinite. The term "certain" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not 
provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the 
art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. The limitation "after 
a certain time " is vague and it is unclear as to what said limitation is meant to cover. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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7. Claims 1 - 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Altare 
etal (USPN 6,791,481). 
Claim 1: 

Altare discloses a method of improving an electronic anti-shock system (EASS) 
(intended use), in which when PCM signals ("standard code words", Abstract) are 
received by the EASS, 

the system first processes the audio signals with high compression algorithm 
motion picture expert group (MPEG) to convert to audio compressed data and then 
save the audio data in a temporary memory ("second-encoding and re-digitizing of the 
second digital words is preferably in the MP3 format, with these MP3 format second 
digital words stored in a volatile memory of, most preferably, the FLASH, DRAM or 
SRAM types", col. 6, lines 35-40), and after a certain time 

the system reads out the audio compressed data from the temporary memory 
through a decoding process with the same audio compression algorithm and restores 
the audio data to the original PCM format, such that a data buffer is created during 
signal processing for a suitable buffering time, while the quality of sound reproduction 
can be assured ("decode the MP3 encoded disk words read from the buffer memory 
into an analog signal", col. 6, lines 44-47). 

Claim 2: 

Altare discloses the method of improving EASS as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the audio compression algorithm is MPEG 1 (col. 12, lines 38-40). 
Claim 3: 
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Altare discloses the method of improving EASS as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
the audio compression algorithm is MPEG 2 (col. 12, lines 38-40). 
Claim 4: 

Altare discloses an electronic anti-shock system (EASS) (intended use) 
comprising: 

an MPEG encoder, which converts input PCM signals in the left and right 
channels to audio compressed data streams complying with the MPEG specifications 
(Fig. 1, item 34 and related text); 

a memory device (DRAM), of which the input and the output are respectively 
connected by a first and a second FIFO buffer, and the input of the first FIFO buffer is 
connected to the output of the MPEG encoder; a DRAM controller, which is respectively 
connected with the memory device (DRAM) and two FIFO buffers to regulate the data 
flow to /from the Memory device (DRAM) (Fig. 1 , items 31-34 and related text); 

and an MPEG decoder connected to memory device (DRAM) through the FIFO 
buffer, which converts audio compressed data back to the original PCM format for 
sound reproduction (Fig. 1, item 34 and related text). 

Claim 5: 

Altare discloses the EASS as claimed in claim 4, wherein the MPEG encoder and 
the MPEG decoder adopt the MPEG 1 format (col. 12, lines 38-40). 
Claim 6: 

Altare discloses the EASS as claimed in claim 4, wherein the MPEG encoder and 
MPEG decoder adopt the MPEG 2 format (col. 12, lines 38-40). 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Millikan et al (USPN 7,042,81 3) discloses a shock protection for a CD 
player that plays audio from a CD containing compressed audio data (e.g., MP3). 

b. Watanabe et al (USPN 5,818,801) discloses a data reproduction 
apparatus (such as CD player)equipped with a shockproof function for 
continuously supplying reproduced original data irrespective of vibration or 
shock. 

c. Bhogal et al (USPN 6,931 ,556) discloses a method for recording at least a 
portion of audio data from an optical disk onto the portable computer's hard disk 
while the optical disk is being played over the output device; turning the drive's 
spin motor off as soon as the data has been transferred to the hard disk; and 
then continuing to play the remaining un-played portion of the optical disk over 
the portable computer's speaker or other output device from the hard disk 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel G. Neway whose telephone number is 571 do- 
lose. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 5:30PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David R Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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